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the great man's mind that it is hard to decide whether he loved the country most, or the people who lived therein, whether humanity or the geological earth was his greater love. His letters are full of the passionate interest he took in the passing seasons as he saw them at Kelmscott; seedtime and harvest were vitally important things to him, his schoolboy's love of the flowers and the birds lasted throughout his life, and much of his literary craftsmanship was spent in describing them. But indeed the Country and Man were very closely bound together in his philosophy. Here is a passage from " A Dream of John Ball," where the country is used as a mode of expressing the human thought: " My heart rose high as I heard him, for it [a ballad] was concerning the struggle against tyranny for the freedom of life, how that the wild wood and the heath, despite of wind and weather, were better for a free man than the Court and the cheaping town."e Golden Knight, Hugh the Green Knight and Arthur the Black Squire respectively. Birdalone is carried in her magical boat from isle to isle: from the Isle of Increase Unsought to the Isle of the Young and Old, and thence to the Isles of the Kings, and of the Queens, to the Isle of Nothing. It is the imagery of the world of Morris's dreams; not by any means an ideal world, be it noted, for there are fierce fighting and slaying and rejected lovers and heart's tragedies: there is a wicked witch as well as a good fairy.
